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TMN-COT BOARD MEETING
Wednesday, May 6, 2026, 9:00 am – 11:00 am (HYBRID)
at Texas AgriLIFE Extension Service, Angleton TX
9:02 am Call to Order	Kathy Pittman



	Elected Members of Board
	Present
	
	Appointed Members of Board/Committees
	Present

	Kathy Pittman (President)
	X
	
	Mickey Dufilho (Immediate Past President)
	X

	Jimmy Salinas (Vice-President/Programs)
	X
	
	Oron Atkins (Volunteer Service Dir.)
	X

	Donna Rich (Secretary)
	X
	
	John Boettiger (Membership Dir.)
	A

	Amanda Smith (Treasurer)
	X
	
	Rose Wagner (Chapter Host)
	X

	Chapter Advisor(s)
	
	
	Betty Skweres (2025 Sprin Class Rep.)
	X

	John O’Connell (AgriLIFE Extension)
	X
	
	Barbara Whaley (New Class Dir.)
	X

	Jordan Kieffer (TPWD: Sea Center Texas)
	V
	
	Kristine Rivers (Advanced Training Director)
	V

	Guests/Other
	
	
	Patty Brinkmeyer (Communications Dir.)
	X

	 Luanne Salinas
	X
	
	David Skweres (State Rep.)
	X

	 
	
	
	Melanie Hollenshead (Training)
	A

	
	
	
	Ruby Lewis (Outreach Director)
	A

	
	
	
	Nannette Daugherty (2025 Fall Class Rep)
	X

	X - present, V - virtual & A - absent
	
	
	Quorum
	Yes


(see Attendance Record attached as Item 1)

· Welcome Visitors – None
· Agenda Additions/Corrections - None presented.
· Approve Previous Board Minutes - The draft copy of the minutes of April 1, 2026, Board meeting was sent via e-mail to Board members for advance review. 
· Minutes Approval – No corrections. 

	Motion
	Motion to Approve
	Motion Seconded
	Vote

	Approving the April Board minutes
	Patty Brinkmeyer
	Rose Wagner
	Minutes approved as presented.




Action Register Review/Updates	(see Item 3: for Action Register)	Kathy Pittman

· None.


Bat Monitoring Project						Mickey Dufilho

· Mickey discussed we will be using the two SM-4 monitors.  She received another SM-4 from Jennifer Wilson.  The third Sm-4 and the mini bat monitors will be used to collect data at GCBO and some of the Wildlife refuges.
25th Anniversary							Kristine Rivers

· Kristine stated she would like to have an event in September with speakers and then have some type of event each month.
· We discussed the t-shirt design that Patty Brinkmeyer presented.  There was a motion to approve by Rose Wagner, seconded by Mickey Dufilho.  The design was approved.
· Kristine discussed having a chapter project and planting a tree at Camp Mohawk.
· County Court Proclamation in September.  We discussed giving the judges a 25th Anniversary T-shirt.
· We discussed going to Bamberger Ranch in October and possibly another field trip to Bracken Caves.
  
Presidents Report 							Kathy Pittman 

· Pollinator Academy event is on June 27, 2026, from 9-3, 35 dollars to register.  Hosted by BCMGA with help from TMN-COT (and other groups?) More to follow once I know what tasks will be needed. This can count for AT if you attend.
· I will not be available for May 13, 2026, meeting. Jimmy Salinas will run the meeting. The slide deck will be provided beforehand.
· State - Website transition and User Audit – We passed with only Larry and Oron having access. Audit is part of larger website improvement strategy (including branding, functionality, ADA compliance, plug in and overall security)
· VMS consolidation/upgrade – continues. Hope to have “delete” feature back in a couple of months.
· Annual conference in Waco is on Oct 22 to 25th - 2026 Annual Meeting - Texas Master Naturalist Program
· We need to send in our sponsorship of $300. – see the mailing info on the website.

Vice President/Programs						Jimmy Salinas

· May- Debbie Griffith – Archaeology digs along the Texas Coast.
· June – Patty Brinkmeyer – Pollinators/Habitat Gardening 

Secretary								Donna Rich

· None

Membership								John Boettiger

		Initial Certification		None

		Recertifications		James Calvert		Debbie Nance
						Dennis Charleton	Jim Nance
						Alyssa Corona		Pam Peltier
						Nannette Daugherty	Larry Peterson
						David Dungan		Jimmy Salinas
						Amanda Gabehart	Luanne Salinas
						Larry Kirby		Robin Townsend
						Vicki Kirby		Rose Wagner
						Mel McKey		Barbara Yoder
						Thomas Morris				
		Milestones 			Dennis Charleton (250)
						Brenda Martin (500)
						Luanne Salinas (1000)


VMS Data 

	
	     April
	Year to Date

	
Hours*
	
VS
	
2.464
	
6,095

	
	AT
	114
	1,039

	
	Total
	2,578
	7,134

	
	
	
	

	Impact data*
	Adults
	2,153
	 3,271

	
	Youth
	5,470
	12,753

	
	Total
	7,623
	16,024


	

*Will not be considered final until mid-June 2026


Treasurer									Amanda Smith



		
			April 2026		BEGINNING BALANCE	$11,189.02
						Revenue Summary		    (128.82)
						Expense Summary		       584.43
						ENDING BALANCE	            $10,475.77


(See item 2: for Full Income Statement)
		

Volunteer Service 								Oron Atkins
								
Upcoming VS Opportunities – May/June2026

· Exploration Green Workday – every Wed, 9:00 am to 12:00 pm – contact Christie Taylor,      https://www.explorationgreen.org/
· Trash Collection/Disposal Analysis Project – self directed
· Beach Sweep –06/01 8:00 am to 10:00 am, Quintina Beach - contacts Jimmy/Luanne Salinas	 
· Nurdle Beach Patrol – Jace Turnell – self-directed    (https://www.nurdlepatrol.org/app/)
· Adopt a Loop for TMN – contact Cris Tobola - self directed 
· DFNC Educational Pond and Native Garden Habitat Workdays - 05/09, 05/14 and 05/21, 8:00 am to 11am (3rd Saturdays and preceding Thursday) – contact Kathy Pittman.
· Upcoming Construction Projects (TBA) – contact Oron Atkins  
· Yellow-Legged Hornet CS Project (TBA)- contact Oron Atkins, Oron has requested more traps.


Outreach									  Ruby

· DEEP sessions at BNWR - 05/05. 05/07, and 05/12 - contact Lee Gaston (lee_gaston@fws.gov).
· BCPD Nature Camp at Camp Mohawk – 06/01 - 06/05, 9am - 12, noon contact Ruby Lewis and Nathan Murphy.
· GCBO Summer Bird Camp 2026 – 06/10 - 06/14, 9am - 1pm – contact Celeste Silling
· BCLS Summer reading Program -see website
· Sea Center Shark Celebration – 07/18, 11am - 3pm, contact Jordan Kieffer
· Sea Center Summer Camps - 06/09 - 06/12, 06/23 - 06/26 and 07/07 - 07/10, contact Jordan Kieffer



Communications								Patty Brinkmeyer
	
Patty is still working on an alternative to Google groups.  She will investigate List Servs.  Some members are not receiving emails from the state that are on List Serv. 


Intern Training								Barbara Whaley
	
	There was a discussion about whether Melanie will be available to organize the fall intern training.  Barbara stated she would contact Melanie.


Chapter Host									Rose Wagner

	She will send out an email requesting items for next week’s meeting.


Class Rep. Spring 2025							Betty Skweres

Discussed that several of her classmates will be getting certified.

Class Rep Fall 2025								Nannette Daugherty

Discussed that several of her classmates are close to being certified


Chapter Advisors					        		John O'Connell/Jordan Kieffer

John discussed the main hotel for the state meeting is sold out.  Reminding everyone to book by September 21, 2026.


New Business

There will be no Board meeting in July.


General Meeting Agenda – The general meeting will be held May 13, 2026, at 6pm. Social at 5:30 am. Please send any meeting agenda items to Kathy Pittman no later than SUNDAY evening prior.               

The next Board meeting will be on June 3, 2026, at 9am.  Please send any agenda items to Kathy Pittman by Sunday evening prior.   



President Kathy Piitman adjourned the Board Meeting at 10:34 am.



Respectfully submitted,



Donna Rich, Secretary



cc:	Board Members
	Piper Sparkman, AgriLIFE Secretary (piper.sparkman@ag.tamu.edu)



































Item 1: Attendance Record







	Attendance 2026
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec
	Total

	Elected Board Members

	Kathy Pittman - President
	X
	  X
	A
	X
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Jimmy Salinas -VP
	X
	  A
	  X
	X
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Donna Rich - Secretary
	X
	  X
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Amanda Smith - Treasurer
	A
	  X
	X
	A
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Advisors

	John O'Connell - AgriLife
	X
	A
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Jordan Kieffer - TPWD
	V
	A
	  X
	A
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Immediate Past President

	Mickey Dufilho
	X
	  A
	A
	X
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Appointed Board/Committee Members

	Oron Atkins - Volunteer Ops
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	John Boettiger- Membership
	A
	A
	X
	  A
	A
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Nannette Daugherty Fall Class 2025 rep
	A
	A
	A
	X
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Betty Skweres - 2025 Spring Class Rep
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Melanie Hollenshead - Training
	X
	X
	X
	X
	A
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Barbara Whatley - Training
	X
	A
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Ruby Lewis - Outreach
	A
	A
	X
	A
	A
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Rose Wagner, Chapter Host
	A
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Patty Brinkmeyer - Communications
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	David Skweres - State Rep
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Kristine Rivers - AT
	V
	  X
	X
	A
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Attendance 2026
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec
	Total

	Guests
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Luanne Salinas
	X
	
	
	X
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Kathy Purvis
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Amanda Gabehart
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Don Sabatier
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Angela Griffin
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	






Item 2 – April 2026 Income Statement
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Item 3: Action Register
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Budget

January February March April May June July August September October NovemberDecember Totals

Budget 

Delta

 

Opening Balance $9,857.41 10,616.12 $  $11,698.13$11,189.02

INCOME ITEMS

Membership Dues 3,250 897.67 1222.72 124.36 2,244.75 1,005.25

Interest Income 10.00 0.18 0.17 0.19 0.18 0.72 9.28

Member Donations 1,000 219.00 219.00 781.00

Sponsor/Non-member Donations  24.84 24.84 -24.84

Member Payments for New Shirts 40 0.00 40.00

Special AT-Remote/Non Member fees 100 170.40 15 185.40 -85.40

Amazon Debit Reimbursement 0.00 0.00

Sub Total 4,400 897.85 1,393.29 383.39 0.18 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 2,674.71 1,725.29

New Intern Class Receipts 4,200 -$104.16 129.00 -129.00 -104.16 4,304.16

INCOME TOTALS

8,600 $793.69 1,393.29 512.39 -128.82 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 2,570.55 6,029.45

EXPENSE ITEMS

`

Approved Donations 350 219.00 200.00 419.00 -69.00

Speakers Bureau 0.00 0.00

Speaker Travel Mileage/Motel/Tolls 200 0.00 200.00

Membership Director Expenses 50 0.00 50.00

Office Supplies, Postage Etc. 30 75.74 75.74 -45.74

Special Annual AT Event/Fall Field Day 1,750 190.55 525.14 715.69 1,034.31

Member Shirt Purchases (if any) 40 0.00 40.00

Special Recognition 200 0.00 200.00

Travelers D&O Ins. Premium (3 years) 0 0.00 0.00

Godaddy Website maintenance 200 0.00 200.00

New Officer/Member Name Tags 40 0.00 40.00

State Annual Conference 

Registration & Expenses 2,100 0.00 2,100.00

State Meeting Sponsorship & 

Scholarships 750 0.00 750.00

Education Outreach Support 

Materials

700

0.00 700.00

EcoFund Projects 1,000 0.00 1,000.00

Field Research Bat Project 1,550 220.00 339.44 559.44 990.56

Zoom Annual Fees 250 0 -309.44

Chapter Host-Meeting/Party Supplies 400 0.00 400.00

Chapter Host- Recognition Party/Cakes 175 34.98 44.99 44.99 124.96 50.04

25th Anniversary Recognition 2,000 0.00 2,000.00

Sub Total 11785 34.98 311.28 964.14 584.43 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0 0.00 0.00 0.00 1,894.83 9,890.17

TMN Text Book Order 630 0.00 630.00

Zeiglers-Intern Shirts 600 0.00 600.00

Intern Name Tags 180 0.00 180.00

Intern Class Marketing 100 0.00 100.00

Intern Class Supplies 300 57.36 57.36 242.64

Intern Class Scholarships 0 0.00 0.00

Intern Registration Reimbursement 0.00 0.00

Sub Total 1810 0.00 0.00 57.36 0.00 0 0 0 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0 57.36 1,752.64

EXPENSE TOTALS

13,595.00 34.98 361.28 1,021.50 584.43 0.00 0 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 2,002.1911,592.81

(4,995)

Ending Balance 10,616.12 11,698.13 11,189.02 10,475.77 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 $618.36

Savings 6.39 6.39 6.39 6.39

COT Chapter Lifetime membership Dues $400.00

COT 2026 Annual Dues $25.00

2026 Intern Class fee: $150.00

Members attaining 4,000, 5,000 or 10,000 VT hours are exempt from dues the next calendar year  `

2026 Travel reimbursement:  ¢67/mile
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Action Item Assigned to  Due Date Status

Comments

25th Anniversary Celebration Kristine Rivers Dec-26 in progress June 2025 - K. Pittman proposed we do different things to recognize our Chapter 

anniversary throughout the year. Discussion included ideas such as planting a tree, 

highlighting the original class, get a proclamation and consider honorary 

memberships for commissioners. A planning committee might be helpful.  

August 2025 - Consider a planning committee to help.

November 2025 - Camp Mohawk Pocket Prairie fund proposal approved as a 25th 

Anniversary Project. 

December 2025 - Committee members will include R. Wagner (when planning party 

functions), O. Atkins (projects), B. Whaley, K. Rivers, M. Dufilho (historian), J. 

Boettiger (member since 2001), N. Daugherty (Class rep for 12/25 graduating interns) 

& K. Pittman. Kathy will also check with Connie Stolte to see if she's interested in 

serving as Committee chair.

January 2026 - Kristine has volunteered to chair.   We will start actively planning after 

Feb AT day.   



Send check for $300.00 for State 

Meeting Sponsorship

Treasurer June

Cradle of Texas Action Item Register - working copy  (UPDATED 02/03/2026)
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